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IMMIGRATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES

Social Services

• Immediate needs and case management

• Weekly Food Pantry

• Behavioral Health Services

• Job and housing application support

• Immigration and detention support 

Canal Alliance exists to break the generational cycle of poverty for Latino 
immigrants and their families by lifting barriers to their success.

www.canalalliance.org

Immigration Legal Services

• Humanitarian forms of relief for adults 

and children

• DACA / TPS Renewals

• Naturalization

• Community Education, Family 

Preparedness, and Removal Defense



Marin County Immigrant Population

Of Marin County population are foreign-
born

Of whom are from Latin America

Of entire county population is 
undocumented residents

Children under 17 have one or more 
foreign-born parent

18%

44%

6%

39%

Source:  Marin County census data -
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/marincountycalifornia

211,698

47,660

Native Foreign Born

18%

82%

More than 1 in 3 Marin students have at least one immigrant parent

www.canalalliance.org
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Common Myths About Immigration

There is a "line" Almost impossible 
to come legally

Can't come with 
work visas Immigration bars

Immigrants are 
pouring 

in(vasion!)

Almost no illegal
immigration from 

Mexico

Most 
undocumented are 

overstayed visas

There is plenty of 
wall already –

border is secured

Immigrants take 
our benefits!

Undocumented 
folks are not eligible 

for most benefits

Many pay Social 
Security contributions

And they pay 
billions of dollars in 

taxes

Immigrants 
bring crime

More immigrants = 
less crime

They commit less 
crimes than natural-

born US citizens

By ratio, less 
immigrants are 

incarcerated than 
natural-born US 

population

www.canalalliance.org
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OVERVIEW OF IMMIGRANT CATEGORIES 

US CITIZENS

LAWFUL 
PERMANENT 
RESIDENTS

TEMPORARY 
NON-IMMIGRANT

UNDOCUMENTED

Family Petitions
Employment
Diversity Lottery 

Refugees, Asylees, VAWA (Violence Against 
Women Act), SIJS (Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status)

Derivative citizenship
Adoption

Naturalization

Students, temporary 
workers, visitors

U and T Visas
TPS

No visa
Overstayed/Expired Visa DACA

www.canalalliance.org



Federal courts 
allow DACA 
renewals to 

continue

DHS issues 
proposal to end 

Flores 
Settlement

Public Charge & 
barriers to legal 

immigration 

End of DACA
& TPS

Border wall 
funding / 

government 
shutdown 

SNAPSHOT OF IMMIGRATION CHANGES UNDER CURRENT ADMINISTRATION

“Zero-
tolerance” 
& Family 

Separation

Muslim 
Ban

USCIS issues policy 
memorandum for 
Notice to Appear

Denaturalization 
efforts

Attack on 
sanctuary 

jurisdictions
Policies 
limiting 
asylum

Worksite 
enforcement 

(raids)

Increased 
detention

Denaturalization 
efforts

Reduce refugee 
admissions



Image: David Peinado/NurPhoto via Getty Images

The Border is Here: Increased Immigration

www.canalalliance.org



www.canalalliance.org

Graphic source: VOX News



Should I dis-
enroll from 
Medi-Cal or 
CalFresh?

There are many 
exceptions – it is 

important to 
inform yourself!



What is 
Public 

Charge?

www.canalalliance.org



WILL MOSTLY AFFECT FAMILY-BASED IMMIGRATION



• Refugees and Asylees

• Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS)

• U nonimmigrant status (U visa)

• Violence Against Women Act (VAWA)

• T nonimmigrant status (T visa)

• DACA*

• TPS*

• Other humanitarian categories*

• Most Legal Permanent Residents

• U.S. Citizens

Public Charge Does Not Apply to Many 
Categories of Immigrants:

*Public Charge does apply if 
you immigrate through a 

family member.



AGE

INCOME

HEALTH

EDUCATION

FAMILY SITUATION

AFFIDAVIT OF SUPPORT

These changes will take effect

October 15, 2019



Only the benefits of the 
person seeking an 

immigration benefit will be 
evaluated.

Children’s use of benefits will not affect a 
parent’s immigration process



New benefits to be included

Benefits already considered in analysis

Long-term
institutionalization at 

government’s expense

Cash Assistance
(for example SSI and CalWORKS)

Food Stamps
(CalFresh)

Housing Assistance
(for example ’Section 8’)

Medi-Cal 
(with exceptions)



CHILDREN EMERGENCY PREGNANT WOMEN

MEDI-CAL

Benefits not included in 
analysis



FREE IMMIGRATION LEGAL SCREENINGS
EVERY THURSDAY AT CANAL ALLIANCE

Or by appointment for those who live in West Marin and Novato (415.717.0426)



Family Preparedness Plan & 
Community Response





www.canalalliance.org

MAKING YOUR SCHOOL A SAFE HAVEN:
Adopting ‘Sanctuary’ School Policies

• Plyer vs. Doe
• ICE ‘Sensitive Locations’ Memo
• Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
• SB 54
• AB 699
• Model School Policies from NILC & CA AG (April 2018)



www.canalalliance.org

Marin County School Policies



JUDICIAL WARRANT ADMINISTRATIVE WARRANT

Signed by a judge Signed by an ICE official

www.canalalliance.org



OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

• All students should be treated equitably

• Do not collect immigration status of students, parents, and family members. You 
can’t share what you don’t have!

• Ensure school disciplinary policies don’t make students vulnerable to immigration 
enforcement

• Be mindful of speaking about immigration enforcement in front of students 
(practice a trauma-informed approach)



UPCOMING EVENTS
MIGRATION AND TRAUMA WORKSHOP
Point Reyes Station
Tuesday, Sept. 24 • 1:00 to 4:00 PM
Register at traumaymigracion@gmail.com

WAKING DREAM
Rafael Film Center; Presented By CFI Education and Canal Alliance
Thursday, Oct. 17 • 7:00 PM
Register at rafaelfilm.cafilm.org/waking-dream/

mailto:traumaymigracion@gmail.com


www.canalalliance.org

Canal Alliance Mobile App



QUESTIONS?



General Line
415.454.2640

Lucia Martel-Dow
LuciaM@canalalliance.org

Lauren Silver
LaurenS@canalalliance.org



WHAT’S GOING ON AT THE BORDER?

Tijuana on November 23, 2018, when over 4000 people waited in this camp hoping for asylum in the US.
Omar Martinez/Picture Alliance via Getty Images



ICE at the Marin County Jail
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